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A) IDENI'IFlCATICN A) IDmrIFlCATICN 

Bien proe?s~ : Eglises et m:mast~res de Naninatia'l: Churches and Convents at Goa. 
Goa. 

~ : Territoires de Goa, Daman et Diu Location : Unial Territo~ of Goa, Darren 
and Diu 

Etat partie : Inde 

~ : 15 Octobre 1982 

B) ~ICN DE L'ICCM)S 

Que Ie bien cul turel prop:ls6 soit 
inScrit sur la liste du Patr~ine 
M:ndial sous Ia ccndi ticn d I une exten
sial de la protecticn a. I' enserrble du 
site ap~s canstituticn d'un dossier 
CCltPl6nentaire. 

C) JUsrIFlCATICN 

Vasco de Gama d6couvrit en 1502 la 
route Itarl. tJ.me lcngeant la cOte occiden
tale du Deccan. Mais c' est Alfonso de 
Alb~rque qui S I enpara, en 1510, de 
la ville de PanJ1ln sur la Mandovl. et 
fooda a. quelque dl.stance Goa. Cette 
nouvelle cit6 devint a. partir de 1565 
la capi tale des Indes portugaJ..ses. Cen
tre camercial et centre Inl.Ssicna1.re, 
elle CClIptait, au debut du X'VII~ si~ 
cle, plus de 200.000 habitants./Ev1nc6s 
par les entreprises esp'ignoles, anglai
ses et fran~aises, les Portugal.S se 
II'EW1t1nrent n6annDins a. Goa jusqu I en 
1961, date a. laquelle l' arrree lndierme 
s 'empara de la ville et de son terri toi
re.;-Mais 1 'errpreinte du pass6 deni:!urait 
si £ene queen 1967, par referendum, la 
populaticn ~se rejeta son 1ncorpo
ratim A 1 'Etat du Maharashtra pour sau
vegarder sal identit! cul.turelle dans 
une un1al terrl. toriale regroupant les 

State party : India 

~ : octd::ler 15, 1982 

That the propos.ed cqlt~ property be 
inscribed a'l the ~rld ~:1,tage List on 
theccnditial that the prot.ectiCXl be 
extended to the whole of the site after a 
cx:rrp1E!!leltaxy file has been cxnpUed. 

-. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

In 1502, Vasco de Gama discovered the 
maritime route which follCM!d the west 
cx:ast of the Deccan. But it was Alfonso 

I 
I 

de Albuquerque who seized the city of 
Panj:iln on the Mandavi. in 1510 and fourxled 
at sane distance fran it, Goa. This new 
site becarre fran 1565 the capital of the 
Portuguese Indies.As a oc:rmercial and 
misSiCXlal:Y center, it counted ncre than 
200,000 inhabitants at the beginning of 
the 17th centuxy. S\:q:planted by Spanish, 
English and French enterprises, the Portu
guese, natetheless, held 00 to Goa until 
1961 when the Indian ax:tl¥ seized the 
city and its land. But the stal'l1? of the 
past was so st%alg that in 1967, the 
Goanese populatia'l rejected, by referen
dum, its inc:crp::>ratioo into the state of 
Maharashtra in order to pmtect its 
cultural identity in the territorial 
unioo regroop:ing the old PortU]UeSe 
possessialS • 
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A} IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination Churches and Convents at Goa 

Location: Territories of Goa, Daman and Diu 

State Party India 

Date October 15, 1982 

B} ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria II, IV and VI. 

C} JUSTIFICATION 

In 1983 the 
property on 
definition of 
lacking. 

Committee deferred inclusion of this 
the World Heritage List because an 

the protection of the site of Velha 

cultural 
adequate 

Goa was 

In a letter dated January 8, 1986, the Permanent Delegation of 
India to UNESCO transmitted to the Division of Cultural Heritage 
a new nomination drafted by the responsible authorities. The map 
appended to the letter clearly marks off the protected areas and 
the zones where construction will be permitted in keeping with 
the recommendation expressed in 1983 by ICOMOS and by the World 
Heritage Committee. 

At the same time, a 1985 visit to the site provided an update on 
conservation of the Velha Goa ruins and monuments. Of the 60 
churches inventoried in the 18th century before the city was 
abandoned, seven major examples survive, namely Saint Catherine's 
Chapel, the Church and Convent of Saint Francis of Assisi, the 
Cathedral, the Church of Bom Jesus, Saint Gaetan and its 
seminary, Our Lady of the Rosary, and, last, Saint Augustine 
Tower, the only remains of a convent built in 1572. Other 
monuments are in partial or complete ruin, but are nonetheless an 
archaeological reserve of great interest. The Archaeological 
Survey of India has scheduled excavations. 

In 1983 ICOMOS gave a provisional favorable opinion with respect 
to the inclusion of Goa on the World Heritage List, and now 
believes the new carefully compiled nomination file justifies 
listing of the site. This cultural property should be included on 
the basis of criteria II, IV and VI. 
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Criterion II. The monuments of Goa, "Rome of the Orient", 
exerted great influence from the 16th to the 18th century on the 
development of architecture, sculpture and painting by spreading 
forms of Manoeline, Mannerism and Baroque art throughout the 
countries of Asia where Catholic missions were established. 

Criterion IV. The churches and convents of Goa are an 
outstanding example of an architectural ensemble which 
illustrates the work of missionnaries in Asia. The wealth of the 
ensemble compares with the Latin American ensembles included on 
the World Heritage List (Cuzco, 1983; Ouro Preto, 1980; Olinda, 
1982; Salvador de Bahia, 1985). 

Criterion VI. At the Church of Bom Jesus, Goa conserves Saint 
Francis-Xavier's tomb. Beyond its fine artistic quality 
(commissioned in 1665 by the Grand Duke Ferdinand II of Tuscany, 
it was executed in Florence and includes admirable bronze work by 
Giovanni Battista Foggini), the tomb of the apostle of India and 
Japan symbolizes an event of universal significance the 
influence of the Catholic religion in the Asian world in the 
modern period. 

Inclusion of Velha Goa on the World Heritage List could also be 
accompanied by adequate complementary measures as a special 
response to the vulnerability of the site. 

The monuments constructed of laterite blocks covered with 
limestone mortar, containing broken shells, are severely affected 
every year by monsoon rains; because they have not received 
adequate protective treatment, the wood has been attacked by 
destructive insects; the Baroque painted and stucco decorations 
are extremely susceptible to variations in humidity and may 
deteriorate rapidly if no measures are taken to ensure tightness, 
or air conditioning, in the buildings in which they are located. 

As the archaeological administrative division which Goa comes 
under is located 500 kilometers away at Aurangabad, follow-up 
with respect to the site cannot be ensured on a continuous basis. 
Specific action, possibly combined with inclusion of the site on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger, is extremely desirable. 

ICOMOS, October 1986. 
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anC1ennes possess~ons portugaises. 

Goa est dooc un centre m:nurrental 
char'ge de S~9I1l.hcatiQl historique. 
De plus, abandam~e vers 1j60 en rai
sal de la rra.laria qui y s~v1ssait (la 
ville se transfera ~ Nova Goa, sur le 
site de l'ant1que Panjl..m), elle CQ'lS

ti tue un ve:r~ table site arc."l.601ogique, 
une sorte de Vl.lle-ImlS~ avec ses 
~lises et ses couvents dalt le ~ 
Jesus, prinCipal couvent j6suite des 
Indes 011 fut foodee la premi!re inpri
nerie d • Orient, avec ses IIalurrents 
civils (arc des vice-rois), ses rJes, 
Sal habitat tramtiamel. 

L 'inpreparatial du dossier ne per
met pas de presenter aujourd' hui un 
avis suffl.sarment ItDti ve. 

L • I<XM:>S recamande l' extensicn de 
la protect1Ql ~ 1 'enserrble du site 
urbain de Velha Goa, et ncn ~ une s~
rie de m::murrents 150165 et insuffisam
nent representatifs. 

Dans le cas ou un projet bien docu
rcent6 serait soumis au Canit! du Patri
IIDine M:::lndial d' ici le rrois de ~en
bre 1983, Goa -pomTcut etre inscrite 
sur la liste du Patrinoine MJndial 
au titre du cri t~re VI. , 

Q:)a is, thus, a rraulITental center 
charged with historical significance. 
l-breover, abandoned ta-1ards 1760 
because of nalaria which raged there 
( the city was transfered to Nova Goa, 
on the site of the old Panjim), it 
constitutes an archaeological site, a 
sort of city-museum with its churches 
and CCI'lvents, like the Ban Jesus, 
principal Jesuit ocnvent of the Indies 
where the first printing-press of the 
Orient was installed , civil ncnurrents 
( the Arch of the Viceroys), its 
streets, and its traditional habitat. 

'ttle inccrrpleteness of the file, as 
it has been presente:i, does not penni t 
a well-founded opinioo. 

IClM)S reCXlllLerx1s the extensioo of 
the protection to the whole of the 
w:ban site of Velha Goa and not a 
series of isolated and insufficiently 
representative ncnuments. 

Should a well docurtented project be 
sut:mitted to the W:lrld Heritage Camu ttee 
before the ncnth of December 1983, Goa 
would be able to be inscribed an the 
W:lrld Heritage List based on criterion 
VI. 

lOOMOS, Mai 1983. 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 
, , 

Bien propose : Eglises et monas teres de Goa 

Lieu Territoires de Goa. Daman et Diu 

Etat Partie : lode 

Date 15 Octobre 1982 

B) RECOMHANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit ioscrit sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre des criteres II. IV et VI. 

c) JUSTIFICATION 

En 1983. Ie Comite avait differe l'inscription de ce bien 
culturel sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial en raison d'une 
insuffisante definition de la protection du site de Velha Goa. 

Par lettre du 8 janvier 1986, la Delegation permanente de l'Inde 
aupres de l'UNESCO a transmis a la Division du Patrimoine 
culturel une nouvelle proposition des autorites competentes -Ie 
plan annexe a cette lettre defioit clairement les zones protegees 
et les zones constructibles, repondant aux souhaits exprimes en 
1983 par l'ICOMOS et par Ie Comite du Patrimoine mondial. 

Parallelement, une visite effectuee sur Ie site eo 1985 a permis 
de faire Ie point sur l'etat de conservation des ruines et des 
monuments de Velha Goa. Des 60 eglises denombrees au XVllle 
siecle. avant l'abandon de la ville. sept temoins majeurs 
subsistent. Ce sont : la chapelle Sainte-Catherine. l'eglise et 
Ie couvent de Saint-Fran~ois d'Assise, la Cathedrale. Ie Bom 
Jesus, Saint-Gaetan et son seminaire, Notre-Dame du Rosaire et 
enfin la tour de Saint-Augustin. seul reste d'un couvent edifie 
en 1572. D'autres monuments sont partiellement ou entierement 
ruines mais constituent une reserve archeologique de grand 
interet. Des fouilles sont programmees par l'Archaeo1ogical 
Survey of India. 

L'ICOMOS, qui avait exprime en 1983 un 
a l'inscription de Goa sur 1a Liste du 
que Ie nouveau dossier. etabli 
aujourd'hui une telle mesure. Ce bien 
au titre des criteres II. IV et VI. 

avis de principe favorable 
Patrimoine mondial. estime 
avec precision. justifie 
culturel peut etre inscrit 
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Critere II. Les monuments de Goa, la "Rome de l'Orient" ont 
exerce du XVIe au XVIIIe siecle une influence considerable sur Ie 
developpement de l'architecture, de la sculpture et de la 
peinture en assurant la diffusion des formes de l'art manuelin, 
du manierisme et du baroque dans tous les pays d'Asie o~ 
s'etaient implantees des missions catholiques. 

Critere IV. Les eglises et les couvents de Goa constituent un 
exemple eminent d'ensemble architectural illustrant l'activite 
des missionnaires en Asie. Par sa richesse, cet ensemble est 
comparable a ceux de l'Amerique latine deja inscrits sur la Liste 
du Patrimoine mondial (Cuzco, 1983; Ouro Preto, 1980; Olinda, 
1982 ; Salvador de Bahia, 1985). 

Critere VI. Goa conserve, dans l'eglise du Bom Jesus, Ie tombeau 
de Saint Fran~ois Xavier. Outre sa grande qua1ite artistique 
(commande en 1665 par Ie Grand Duc Ferdinand II de Toscane, i1 
fut execute a Florence et comporte d'admirab1es bronzes de 
Giovanni Battista Foggini), ce tombeau de l'apotre de l'Inde et 
du Japon symbolise un evenement de portee universe11e la 
penetration dans Ie monde asiatique de 1a religion catholique a 
l'epoque moderne. 

L'inscription de Ve1ha Goa sur 1a Liste du Patrimoine mondial 
pourrait s'accompagner de mesures complementaires adequates en 
raison de 1a fragilite du site. 

Les monuments construits avec des blocs de laterite enduits d'un 
mortier de chaux incorporant des coquillages concasses sont, 
chaque annee, durement eprouves par les pluies des moussons; 
faute de traitements appropries, les bois sont devenus 
vulnerables a l'action des insectes destructeurs; Quant aux 
decors baroques de peintures et de stucs, ils sont extremement 
sensib1es aux variations hygrometriques et courent des risques de 
de~radat~on.rapide si des mesures ne sont pas ~rises pour,assurer 
l'etancheite, voire la climatisation, des edifices ou i1s se 
trouvent. 

La circonscription archeologique dont depend Goa etant implantee 
a Aurangabad, a 500 kilometres de distance, Ie suivi du site ne 
peut etre assure de fa~on permanente. Une action specifique, 
eventuellement associee. a une inscriftion sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial en peril, serait extremement souhaitable. 

ICOMOS, Octobre 1986. 
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LISTE DO PATRJM)INE mIDIAL K>RID HERlTAGE LIS!' 

,----------. - ------ ----------------------------
A) mENI'IFICATI~ A) IDENl'IFICATICN 

Bien propos~ : Eg1ises et m::mast~res de Naninatioo: Churches and Convents at Goa 
Goa 

~ : Territoires de Goa, Daman et Diu Location : Unioo Territol:Y of Goa, DaIran 
and Diu 

Etat partie : Inde 

Date : 15 ()ctd)re 1982 -
B) ~I~ DE L'ICCMJS 

Que Ie bien cul ture1 prop::>s~ soi t 
inScri t sur 1a 1iste du PatrlIIDine 
M:ndia1 seus la candi ticn d' une ext.en
sien de 1a prot.ecticn A l' enserrb1e du 
site ap~s canstituticn d'un dossier 
cc:rrplerrentaire. 

C) JUS'rIFlCATICN 

Vasco de Gama ~couvrit en 1502 la 
route rrar~ tJ.me longeant la cOte occiden
tale du Deccan. Mais c'est Alfonso de 
Albuque:rque qui s' ernpara, en 1510, de 
1a ville de PanJim sur la Mandovi et 
fcnda A quelque distance Goa. Cette 
nouvelle cit~ deVint A partir de 1565 
1a capitale des Indes p::>rtugal.ses. Cen
tre camercial et centre Inl.ssianaire, 
e1le carptait, au debut du XIlIIE; si~ 
cle, plus de 200.000 habitants./Evin~s 
par les entreprises espagnoles, anglai
ses et fran~aises, les Portuga~s se 
naintinrent neanrroins A Goa. jusqu 'en 
1961, date A laquelle l'a.rnee 1ndienne 
s 'empara de la ville et de sen terri toi
re .-Mais l' enpreinte du pass~ d.errl9ura1 t 
si fOrte qu' en 1967, par referendum, la 
populatien ~se rejeta sen 1ncorpo
ratiCll a l' Etat du Maharashtra pour sau
vegarder sen ident1 ~ cul turelle dans 
une unicn terri toriale regroupant les 

State party : India 

Date : Octcber 15, 1982 

B) ICCM>S ~IOO 

That the propos.ed C\,llt~ property be 
inscribed m the '*>r1d ~itage List on 
thecCilditiCil that the protectiCil be 
extended to the wlx>le of the site after a 
c:x:rrp1ementary file has been cxupi1ed. 

, 

C) JUSTIFlCATlOO 

In 1502, Vasco de Gama discovered the 
maritime route which follCMed the west 
ex>ast of the Deccan. But it was Alfonso 
de Albuquerque wlx> _ seized the city of 
Panjim on the Mal'x'Iovi in 1510 and founded 
at sane distance fran it, Goa.. This nSIi 

si te became fran 1565 the capital of the 
Portuguese Indies.As a cc:mrercial and 
misSialaIY center, it counted. ItOre than 
200,000 inhabitants at the beginning of 
the 17th centw:y. Suwlanted by Spanish, 
English and French enterprises, the Portu
guese, naletheless, held on to Goa. until 
1961 when the Indian amy seized the 
city and its land. But the starrp of the 
past was so strong that in 1967, the 
Goanese p:>pUlatioo rejected, by referen
dum, its incorporatim into the state of 
Maharashtra in order to protect its 
cultural identity in the territorial 
unim regrouping the old Portuguese 
possessialS. 



ancl.ennes p::>SseSS1CJ1S p::>rtugaises. 

Goa est dale un centre rocnurrental 
~ de s1gI1l.fl.caticn historique. 

- 2 -

De plus, abandcrm~e vers 1760 en rai
sal de la malaria qui y s~vissait (la 
ville se transfera A ~ Goa, sur Ie 
site de I' ant1que Panjl.tn), elle ccns
t1 tue un verl. table si te arch~logique, 
une serte de ~lle-mus~ avec ses 
~lises et ses couvents dalt Ie Born 
Jesus, principal oouvent j~suite des 
Indes oil fut foodee la premi~re inl>ri
rrerie d'Orient, avec ses rrcnurrents 
civils (arc des vice-rois), ses rues, 
soo habitat tradl.tiannel. 

L 'i.Irpr~paratial du dossier ne per
net pas de pr~senter aujourd' hui un 
avis suffl.sarcrrent noti ve. 

L 'ICXM:>S recamande I' extensicn de 
la protect1cn A l'ensemble du site 
urbain de velha Goa, et nc:n A une se
riede nonuments isol~s et insuffisam
nent representatifs. 

Dans Ie cas oil un projet bien docu
nent~ serait soumis au Cani~ du Patri
noine Mondial d' ici Ie rois de Decem
bre 1983, Goa -pourrait etre inscrite 
sur la liste du Patrirroine M::mdial 
au titre du cri tere VI • .,. 

Goa is, thus, a ncn\.1ITEJ"ltal center 
charged with historical significance. 
f.t)reover, abandoned towards 1760 
because of malaria which raged there 
( the city was transfered to Nova Goa, 
on the site of the old Panjim), it 
oonstitutes an archaeological site, a 
sort of ci ty-museum with its churches 
and CCIlvents, like the Ban Jesus, 
principal Jesuit coovent of the Indies 
were the first printing-press of the 
Orient was installed, civil nonurcents 
( the Arch of the Viceroys), its 
streets, and its traditional habitat. 

The incctrq?leteness of the file, as 
it has been presented, does not penni t 
a well-founded opiniOl. 

Ia:M)S recamends the extensicn of 
the protection to the whole of ~ 
urban site of Velha Goa and not a 
series of isolated and insufficiently 
representative ncnuments. 

Should a well docurcented project be 
sul::rn:itted to the Vhrld Heritage Camti.ttee 
before the rronth of Dece!nber 1983, Goa 
would be able to be inscribed on the 
Vbrld Heritage List based on criterion 
VI. 

lCOMOS, Mai 1983. 
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