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Abstract

Christianity in Ganggyeong: Its Early History and Characteristics

Kim Heung-Soo

Unlike other areas, Methodist Episcopal church, Southern Presbyterian
church, Baptist church, and Holiness church played an important part in the
formation of Christianity in Chungcheongnamdo from the early period of
Christian propagation. The coexistence of various denominational churches
was found in Chungcheongnamdo and markedly in Ganggyeong area. The
purpose of this essay is to investigate the early history and characteristics
of various denominational churches in Ganggyeong from 1890s through
1920s, and to analyze the reason why different traditions were made among
the churches in this area.

Baptist church, first church in Ganggyeong, was introduced by
missionaries of Ell Thing Memorial Mission located in Boston. Presbyterian
church, second church following the Baptist church, was handed over to the
Methodist church in 1913 because of the division of the mission field
between Methodist church and Presbyterian church. Difference in mission
works was most conspicuous between Baptist church and Methodist church.
Baptist missionaries was not interested in the development of local
community because of pessimistic premillennialism and faith mission, while
the Methodist church built up the close relation with the local community
through schools and YMCA. Thus, Methodist church began to become a
representative church among denominational churches in Ganggyeong.

Baptist missionaries did not involve in social mission activities, but
Baptist church was organized as a denomination in Ganggyeong in 1906.
Holiness church or Oriental Missionary Society was different from the
Baptist church in her cooperation with other churches through the YMCA

activities. This difference was showed in John Thomas and Malcolm C.
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Fenwick too, leading missionaries of Holiness church and Baptist church.
Holiness church in Ganggyeong experienced church-state relations through
two accidents: British missionary John Thomas was beaten by soldiers,
policemen and the Japanese crowd during his visit to Ganggyeong in 1919.
Another incident occurred in 1924 when church school boys, students of
Ganggyeong Elementary School, refused Shinto shrine worship in their
school.

Key-words : Christianity in Ganggyeong, Ella Thing Memorial Mission, F. W.
Steadman, John Thomas, Malcolm C. Fenwick, Frank E. C. Williams,
Methodist church, Baptist church, Holiness church, Presbyterian church.
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